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Social care research 

 
 The following is a list of useful references available on this topic.  The College of 
Occupational Therapists does not provide recommended reading lists and other, more 
relevant, sources may be available.  This Bulletin is not exhaustive and does not provide 
information about all issues that affect occupational therapists. Copyright: All material on 
the Internet is covered by UK copyright legislation. For further information please 
contact the Library: library@cot.co.uk  

  Website: www.cot.org.uk  

 
To order articles please request a photocopy form from the library. The form can also be 
downloaded from our website (www.cot.org.uk). Please note all photocopies will now be 
supplied at a standard charge of £2.50 per article. This includes postage and handling. A 
maximum of six articles can be ordered at any one time. This service is only available to 
BAOT members. 
 
 

JOURNAL ARTICLES AVAILABLE FROM COT LIBRARY 
 
Smyth, G (2008) Book reviews. Awareness and influence in health and social care: how you 
can really make a difference. British Journal of Occupational Therapy, 71(1) 37. 
 
Unity-Sale Anabel (2007) Research fails to prove benefits of partnership, Community Care, 
May 2007 (1674) 8-9. 
 
Ellis, A Fox, M Fox, M Taylor, R Power, M Stead, J Trappes-Lomax, T Bainbridge, I (2006) 
Buying time I: a prospective, controlled trial of a joint health/social care residential 
rehabilitation unit for older people on discharge from hospital. 
Health & Social Care in the Community, 14(1) 49-62. 
 
Foster Michele, Harris Jennifer, Jackson Karen, Morgan Hannah, Glendinning Caroline (2006) 
Personalised social care for adults with disabilities: a problematic concept for frontline practice 
Health and Social Care in the Community, 14(2), Mar 2006. 
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Atwal Anita, Owen Sharon, Davies Richard (2003) Struggling for occupational satisfaction: 
older people in care homes. British Journal of Occupational Therapy, 66 (3): 118-124.  
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JOURNAL ARTICLES NOT AVAILABLE FROM COT LIBRARY 
 

Devaney John (2008) Review of Costs and outcomes in children's social care - Messages 
from research. Child Care in Practice, 14(1) Jan 2008, 93-94. 
 
Sharland Elaine, Taylor Imogen (2006) Social care research: a suitable case for systematic 
research. Evidence and Policy, 2 (4):503-523. 
 
Atwal Anita, Caldwell Kay (2005) Do all health and social care professionals interact equally: A 
study of interactions in multidisciplinary teams in the United Kingdom. Scandinavian Journal of 
Caring Sciences, 19(3) Sep 2005, 268-273. 
 
Bradby Hannah (2005) Review of Qualitative Methods for Health Research and New 
Qualitative Methodologies in Health and Social Care Research. Qualitative Research, 5(4) 
Nov 2005, 543-546. 
 
Huxley Peter (2005) The costs of scrutiny in applied health and social care research: a case 
study. Research, Policy and Planning, 22 (1): 55-60. 
 
Moran Anna, Nancarrow Susan, Butler Allister (2005) There's no place like home': a pilot 
study of perspectives of international health and social care professionals working in the UK.  
Australia and New Zealand Health Policy, 2 (25). 
 
Beresford B, Tozer R, Rabiee P, Sloper P (2004) Developing an approach to involving children 
with autistic spectrum disorders in a social care research project. British Journal of Learning 
Disabilities, 32(4): 180-5. 
 
Owen J (2004) Developing Research Capacity and Collaboration in Primary Care and Social 
Care. Qualitative Social Work, 3(4) 389-410. 
 
Parr Susie (2004) Review of Enabling relationships in health and social care: A guide for 
therapists. Disability and Society, 19(6), 678-680. 
 
Booth Sonja, Booth Andrew, Falzon Louise (2003) The need for information and research 
skills training to support evidence-based social care: a literature review and survey. Learning 
in Health and Social Care, 2(4), December 2003, pp.191-201. 
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INTERNET RESOURCES 
 

 
Social Care Online 
http://www.scie-socialcareonline.org.uk/ 
UK 's most extensive database of social care information 
 
Social Care Institute for Excellence (SCIE) 
http://www.scie.org.uk/index.asp  
SCIE develops and promotes knowledge about good practice in social care and social work. A 
freely accessible collection of research in social care. Also available is a Practice, Guidance 
and Standards database. 
 
SCIE Research Register for Social Care 
http://www.researchregister.org.uk/   
(RRSC) record social care research that has been subject to independent ethical and scientific 
review. 
 
Research governance: social care 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Researchanddevelopment/A-Z/DH_4002132 
This document sets out a framework for the governance of research in health and social care. 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/index.htm  
 
National Institute for Health Research 
http://www.nihr.ac.uk/ 
The National Institute for Health Research has been established as a part of the government's 
strategy Best Research for Best Health to provide the framework that will position, manage 
and maintain the research, research staff and infrastructure of the NHS in England. 
 
Institute for Health & Social Care Research 
http://www.ihscr.salford.ac.uk/  
The development of innovative and pioneering research, which supports and contributes to the 
work of the health and social care professions, in respect to their work with people of all ages 
as they face a complex range of health and social care needs. 
 
Institute for Social and Economic Research  
http://www.iser.essex.ac.uk/  
Research undertaken within IHSCR, through five research centres, is broad in scope and uses 
a range of methodologies including basic science laboratory based work, clinical work, 
community based research that includes major national surveys and small scale qualitative 
studies. 
 
Social Services Research Group  
http://www.ssrg.org.uk/index.asp  
The network is for research information planning and evaluation in social care and health 
services. 
 
British Association of Social Workers 
http://www.basw.co.uk/  
BASW is the largest association representing social work and social workers in the UK. 
 

http://www.scie-socialcareonline.org.uk/
http://www.scie.org.uk/index.asp
http://www.researchregister.org.uk/
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Researchanddevelopment/A-Z/DH_4002132
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/index.htm
http://www.nihr.ac.uk/
http://www.ihscr.salford.ac.uk/
http://www.iser.essex.ac.uk/
http://www.ssrg.org.uk/index.asp
http://www.basw.co.uk/
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Campbell Collaboration 
http://www.campbellcollaboration.org/ 
Sister organisation to the Cochrane Library focusing on helping people to make well-informed 
decisions about the effects of social, behavioural and educational interventions. The site 
includes SPECTR a database of trials, and also of systematic reviews. 
 
INTUTE 
http://www.intute.ac.uk/  
This is a large gateway of resources covering all aspects of social science.  
 
Economic and Social Research Council  
http://www.esrc.ac.uk/ESRCInfoCentre/index.aspx  
Funding agency for research and training in social care. Contains details of funding 
opportunities and the ESRC Social Sciences repository - a database containing journal 
articles, papers, reports and books. 
 
Centre for Child and Family Research 
http://www.lboro.ac.uk/research/ccfr/ 
Based at Loughborough University, the Centre aims to maintain and develop programmes of 
research that will inform, influence and support policy and practice for children and families. 
The site includes an online research publications section and a bibliography of published 
articles. 
 
Centre for Evidence Based Social Services  
http://www.ripfa.org.uk/aboutus/archive/  
Aims to translate evidence into service and practice. Its main objective is ensuring that 
decisions taken at all levels in social services are informed by trends from good quality 
research.  
 
Children and Family Webguide  
http://www.cfw.tufts.edu/  
Developed by the Tufts University this is a directory that evaluates, describes and provides 
links to hundreds of sites containing child development research, and practical advice and 
policy sites. 
 
Community Care   
http://www.communitycare.co.uk//home/default.aspx  
Website for the journal 'Community Care' 
 
Evidence Network   
http://www.kcl.ac.uk/schools/sspp/interdisciplinary/evidence  
The Economic and Social Research Council have brought the evidence network together, and 
8 research centres to make up the network. This site provides a good starting point for 
accessing social science research publications, including systematic reviews, the what work 
series and also includes a useful area on literature searching skills. 
 
Institute for the Study of Children, Families and Social Issues  
http://www.iscfsi.bbk.ac.uk/  
The Institute undertakes research related to the development, functioning, and well being of 
children and families and to addressing any pressing social issues. 
 

http://www.campbellcollaboration.org/
http://www.intute.ac.uk/
http://www.esrc.ac.uk/ESRCInfoCentre/index.aspx
http://www.lboro.ac.uk/research/ccfr/
http://www.ripfa.org.uk/aboutus/archive/
http://www.cfw.tufts.edu/
http://www.communitycare.co.uk//home/default.aspx
http://www.kcl.ac.uk/schools/sspp/interdisciplinary/evidence
http://www.iscfsi.bbk.ac.uk/
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Joseph Rowntree Foundation  
http://www.jrf.org.uk/ 
The Joseph Rowntree Foundation is one of the largest independent social policy research and 
development charities in the UK. It supports research and development projects in housing, 
social care and social policy. Executive summaries of completed research projects can be 
found on this site. 
 
 

BOOKS/REPORTS/THESES (in COT library unless stated) 
 
 
Nolan Mike (2007) User participation in health and social care research: voices, values and 
evaluation -- Maidenhead: Open University Press. 610.72 NOL. 
 
Tarpey Maryrose (2006) Why people get involved in health and social care research: a 
working paper, Involve, (Pamphlet).   
 
Lowes Lesley, Hulatt Ian (2005) Involving service users in health and social care research. 
London: Routledge, an imprint of the Taylor and Francis Group, 224p 610.72 LOW.   
 
Pahl Jan (2004) Ethics review in social care research: option appraisal and guidelines. 
Department-of-Health London: Department of Health, 2004. 38p 
Public consultation organised by the Department of Health. 174.2 PAH 
With covering information (details and summary) from the Department of Health. 
Available in electronic format only. Publications Supply, PO Box 410, Wetherby, LS23 7LN. 
Fax 01937 845381. 
 
Steel Roger (2004) Involving the public in NHS, public health, and social care research: 
briefing notes for researchers -- Eastleigh: Involve.  610.72 STE.   
 
Macwilliam Stuart, Maggs Pete, Caldwell Alice, Tierney Stephanie (2003) Accessing social 
care research: an introductory guide. University of Exeter. Centre for Evidence-Based Social 
Services, 610.72 MAC.   
 
A health and social care research and development strategic framework for Wales -- Cardiff: 
Welsh Assembly Government, 2002 (Electronic) - 610.72 WEL. 
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BOOKS/REPORTS/THESES not in the COT library 
 
 
Department of Health (2008) Government announces a National School for Social Care 
Research. Department of Health Media Centre. 
 
Social Exclusion Taskforce (2008) Think Research: Using Research Evidence to Inform 
Service Development for Vulnerable Groups. London: Great Britain. Cabinet Office, 28p. 
 
Fisher M, Francis J, Fischer C (2007) Social care research capacity consultation. Social Care 
Institute for Excellence. 
 
Heywood Frances, Turner Lynn (2007) Better outcomes, lower costs: implications for health 
and social care budgets of investment in housing adaptations, improvements and equipment: 
a review of the evidence. University of Bristol, Office for Disability Issues. Leeds: Corporate 
Document Services. 
 
Pahl Jan (2007) Ethics in social care research: report from the Planning Group on Ethics 
Review in Social Care Research to the Department of Health Great-Britain: Department of 
Health, 27p. 
 
Rosemary Cook (2006) Awareness and Influence in Health and Social Care: How you can 
really make a difference Radcliffe Publishing Ltd. 256p, English. 
 
Eborall Christine (2005) The state of the social care workforce 2004: the second skills 
research and intelligence annual report. Skills for Care. Leeds: Skills for Care, 88 p. 
 
Gilroy Peter (2004) A personal perspective on the future of social work and social-care 
services in the UK. Kent County Council: Social Services Department. 
 
Hanley Bec, et al (2004) Involving the public in NHS, public health, and social care research: 
briefing notes for researchers. INVOLVE, vi, 64 p. 
NT:  Originally published in 2000 under the title "Involving consumers in research and 
development in the NHS". 
 
INVOLVE (2004) INVOLVE: promoting public involvement in NHS, public health and social 
care research [formerly Consumers in NHS Research]. INVOLVE; Great Britain Department of 
Health. 
 
Lockey Rachael, et-al (2004) Training for service user involvement in health and social care 
research: a study of training provision and participants' experiences (the TRUE Project) 
Worthing and Southlands Hospitals NHS Trust. INVOLVE. 
 
Lockey R, et-al (2004) Training for consumer involvement in health and social care research; a 
study of training provision and participants experiences: summary 
INVOLVE. 
 
Rapport Frances (2004) New Qualitative Methodologies in Health and Social Care Research. 
Routledge 208p. 
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Hannigan B, Allen D (2003) A tale of two studies: research governance issues arising from two 
ethnographic investigations into the organisation of health and social care. International 
Journal of Nursing Studies (40) 7 School of Nursing and Midwifery Studies, University of 
Wales College of Medicine, Caerleon Education Centre, Grounds of St Cadoc's Hospital, 
Caerleon, Newport, NP18 3XR, UK 
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=cin20&AN=2004014107&site=ehost-
live  
 
Romeo Lyn, Clogg Deborah (2003) Inspection of social care services for older people: 
London. Borough of Newham: Department of Health.- Social-Services-Inspectorate. London 
London - Eileen House, 80-94 Newington Causeway, London SE1 6EF: Social Services 
Inspectorate - London, 2003 68p. 
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